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SUBJECT: ATTEMPT ON ALI AREE'S LIEE - A SOMALI VIEW 

1. SOMALI COUNSELOR MOHAMMED GARAD RETURNED DEC. 6 EROM 
A BRIBE VISIT TO THE TEAL HE HAS GIVEN EMBOEE THE EOL- 
LOWING VIEWS: 

2. GARAD STATED THAT MOST OBSERVERS, BOTH AEAR AND ISSA, 

NOW REGARD THE DEC. 5 GRENADE ATTACK ON TFAI GOVERNMENT 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT ALI AREE BOURHAN AS A "PUT UP JOB." 

REASONING IS AS EOLLOWS: ALI AREE HAD BEEN OUTRAGED 

AS THE LARGE CROWDS (BOTH ISSA AND AEAR) THAT WELCOMED 
THE POPULAR AERICAN INDEPENDENCE LEAGUE (LPAI) LEADER 
HASSAN GOUT .ED SEVERAL DAYS EARLIER. HASSAN WAS RETURN- 
ING FROM A LONG SWING THROUGH AFRICA AND A VISIT TO THE 
UN, SEEKING SUPPORT EOR THE PLAT ALI AREE WISHED (1) TO 
PREVENT A SIMILAR LARGE SCALE POPULAR DEMONSTRATION WHEN 
AHMED DIM, THE OTHER LEADER, RETURNED TO DJIBOUTI 
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DEC. 6, AND (2) TO TIE THE RESULTING LACK OE DEMONSTRATED SOMALI 
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SUPPORT FOR THIS AFAR LEADER TO ISSA ANTI-AEAR POLITICS. 
EOLLOWING THE ATTACK ON ALI AREE'S CAR (IN WHICH ONE 
GRENADE LANDED ON THE ROOE, ANOTHER LANDED NEAR THE 
EXHAUSE PIPE, AND TWO WERE THROWN BY THE ESCAPING ASSAIL- 
ANT), THE GOVERNMENT DECREED THAT NO GROUPS LARGER THAN 
EOUR PERSONS COULD ASSEMBLE. IN GARAD'S OPINION, BY 
THIS DECREE ALI AREE HOPED TO PRECLUDE ANY WELCOMING 
PARTY FOR AHMED DINI UPON HIS ARRIVAL. 

COMMENT: GARAD'S ANALYSIS IS OBVIOUSLY SKEWED AGAINST 
AEAR LEADER ALI AREF. IT IS HARD TO RECONCILE ALLEGED 
USE OF FOUR GRENADES, SOME OE WHICH LANDED ON AREF'S 
VEHICLE WITH "PUT UP JOB." FRENCH COLLEAGUE TOLD 
EMBOEE, HOWEVER, THAT ALI AREE'S CAR WAS ALMOST COM- 
PLETELY UNDAMAGED BY THE GRENADES. YET ERENCH OEEICER 
ADMITTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED NO WORD ON WHO ALI AREF'S 
ASSAILANT WAS OR WHETHER OR NOT TFAI FORCES HAD CAPTURED 
HIM. END COMMENT. 

3. GARAD, WHO WAS PAYING HIS EIRST VISIT TO DJIBOUTI SINCE 
1965, PROEESSED TO BE SURPRISED AT THE CITY'S DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE NUMBER OF SOMALIS LIVING THERE. " EVERYONE SPOKE 
SOMALI," HE SAID, AND ADDED, "THERE IS ONLY ONE SMALL 
AEAR QUARTER." IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFE'S QUESTION, GARAD 
ADMITTED THAT MOST ISSA/SOMALIS, WHILE DESIRING 
INDEPENDENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, DID NOT SPEEK 
ANSCHLUSS WITH SOMALIA IMMEDIATELY AETER INDEPENDENCE. 
HUMMEL 
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